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Abstract: In accordance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) and the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), the Federal and State natural resource trustee agencies (Trustees) have prepared a Draft
Programmatic and Phase III Early Restoration Plan and Draft Early Restoration Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft Phase III ERP/PEIS). The Draft Phase III ERP/PEIS considers
programmatic alternatives to restore natural resources, ecological services, and recreational use services
injured or lost as a result of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The restoration alternatives are comprised of
early restoration project types; the Trustees additionally propose forty-four specific early restoration
projects that are consistent with the proposed early restoration program alternatives. The Trustees have
developed restoration alternatives and projects to utilize funds for early restoration being provided under
the Framework for Early Restoration Addressing Injuries Resulting from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
(Framework Agreement). Criteria and evaluation standards under the OPA natural resource damage
assessment regulations and the Framework Agreement guided the Trustees’ consideration of
programmatic restoration alternatives. The Draft Phase III ERP/PEIS evaluates these restoration
alternatives and projects under criteria set forth in the OPA natural resource damage assessment
regulations and the Framework Agreement. The Draft Phase III ERP/PEIS also evaluates the
environmental consequences of the restoration alternatives and projects under NEPA.

Lead Agency: U.S Department of the Interior

Cooperating Agencies:

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Texas General Land Office

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

For Further Information Contact: Nanciann Regalado at nanciann_regalado@fuws.gov.

Comments Due: We will consider public comments received on or before February 4, 2014.

Public Comments may be submitted:
Via U.S. Mail: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 49567, Atlanta, GA 30345
Via the Web: http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.
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